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Incompatible
Chemicals Explosion

e |[n the 1980’s a postdoctoral researcher was
involved in a chemical explosion in the UCSB
Chemistry building.

e He inappropriately mixed a strong oxidizing
acid (nitric acid) with organic solvents inside a
waste container within a fume hood.

e He walked away from the hood (fortunately) at
which time the reaction mixture exploded
causing a flash fire within the hood.

The shock wave from the blast continued up through the hood ductwork and into the
corridor where a secondary explosion blew out the false ceiling panels
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